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Roj Women’s Association 

 

 

 

31 -33 Dalston Lane. London, E8 3DF 

 www.rojwomen.com 

info@rojwomen.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

Roj Women’s Association campaigns to improve the lives of 

women in Kurdish regions and communities of the world. Our 

aim is to further their rights and to expand the opportunities 

available to them by means of drawing attention to the issues 

that shape their struggle and of advocating for the necessary 

changes to overcome them. 

file:///C:/../AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_ROJ_Activities_Report-2010-11_Final.zip/www.rojwomen.com
mailto:rojwomen@gmail.com
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What is Roj Women’s Association? 
 

Roj Women Association’s is a London-based organization formed in 2004 by 

a group of refugee Kurdish women from Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria who rea-

lized how discriminated and disempowered their women peers were in Lon-

don. Ever since Roj Women has been working with a two-fold mission.  

 

Through our advocacy work we aim to improve the lives and to expand the 

opportunities available to women living in Kurdish regions of the world. We 

conduct research and campaigning to raise awareness around the political 

factors that shape their struggle among policy makers and the general pu-

blic.  We are glad that this year our blog, rojwomen.org, with news and ana-

lysis that affect Kurdish women, and updates on relevant events and publica-

tions, has again received record numbers of visitors. 

 

Through our community work we aim to empower Kurdish women living in 

the Diaspora in London where their numbers are estimated to be around 

50.000.  

 

Like every year, Roj Women members, trustees, volunteers and staff met in 

April to review our strategy and plan for the year ahead. The next pages are 

summary of what they planned for. 
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 We are hoping to expand our membership even further, beyond the hundreds 

that are already part of our family. That is why Roj Women launched a revam-

ped membership scheme in January 2014 for people passionate about Kur-

dish women’s rights.  

 

Becoming a member means you’ll get free or discounted invitations to all our 

events (including upcoming cinema weekend and seminars with human rights 

defenders from Kurdistan), quarterly email updates of Roj’s campaigning 

work, free copies of our publications and, of course, the satisfaction of kno-

wing you are supporting a fair cause.  

 

You are probably familiar with the work of Roj Women. If not, read more 

about what we’ve done in the last two years: 

 

 

http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/roj-women-activities-report-2011-12.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/roj-womens-association-activities-2012-2013.pdf
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Donors and partners 
 

Roj Women Association is very grateful for the financial support of 

the Lipman-Milliband Trust, the Feminist Review Trust, the London 

Borough of Hackney Council and to the Big Lottery Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are equally grateful to our partners: 

 

 
HALKEVI  

Kurdish & Turkish 
Community Centre 

Kurdish  

Community  
Centre 

Telgraf 

Turkish and 

Kurdish newspaper 



 

www.rojwomen.org                                               6                                                     April 2013- March 2014 

  

 

Advocacy and research  
 
Campaigning work  
 

Currently, our advocacy efforts are geographically focused on Western Kurdi-

stan (Kurdish region of Turkey) and our strategy is two-fold: supporting 

women human rights’ defenders and holding the Turkish Government ac-

countable for its commitments under national and international law.  

 

Roj Women’s Association three campaigns seek precisely that. 

 

 

Real political will to tackle violence against women now! 

 

We call for the Turkish government to assign a budget to the National Action 

Plan (NAP) to combat violence against women and to develop a comprehen-

sive monitoring system with specific benchmarks and timelines so that 

women’s rights organizations can hold the government accountable.  

 

The NAP already envisions a great number of measures that, if implemented, 

would surely have an enormous impact; yet without a budget or human re-

sources assigned to it, implementation is very difficult. Without a monitoring 

system with against which progress can be measured and good practice iden-

tified, the NAP remains solely a document of good intentions.  

 

This year, implementation has become all the more challenging as the Turk-

ish government has removed women from its list of priorities, transforming 

the Ministry that dealt with women’s issues into a Ministry of the Family. 
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Stop violence against women human rights’ defenders  

 

Appalling abuses are perpetrated on women who engage in political activism 

and the defense of human rights, including against those that speak out for 

Kurdish rights and self-determination. 

 

End geo-economics: ensure women’s economic, social and cultural rights  

 

Turkey’s wealth is mainly concentrated in the northwest and west while the 

east and southeast suffer from lower economic production and higher levels 

of unemployment. Keeping Kurdish regions underdeveloped goes in line with 

the Turkish state policy of disempowering Kurds in order to assimilate them.   

 

These policies have a gendered impact and women suffer extremely because 

of them. The rate of illiteracy among women in Diyarbakir, the biggest Kurd-

ish province, is of 56%, a clear indicator of underdevelopment, much higher 

than among men in the same region or women living in the west coast of 

Turkey. Similarly, the female employment rate, a low average of 25%, is 

shockingly lower for women in Western Kurdistan, where this figure goes 

down to 6%.  

 

This can be attributed to the unequal access to education for Kurdish women 

(the ability to speak Turkish as a requirement to get work). Kurdish women 

therefore remain in rural areas working in unrecognized and unpaid house-

hold work and agriculture.  
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Research on the Kurdish women’s movement  
 

A new research project to further the study of the Kurdish women’s move-

ment was launched in September 2013.  

 

This is a key moment for the Kurdish people and their movement for libera-

tion due to the peace process recently started in Turkey and the Syrian con-

flict. After decades of women’s participation in the Kurdish struggle is only 

now that feminism is starting to shape within the movement.  

This action research project  is building on existing literature with a view to 

contribute to the current review of their own praxis within the Kurdish 

women’s liberation movement, both in Turkey and in Europe, where hun-

dreds of thousands of Kurdish people now live in Diaspora. 

By engaging practitioners based in their countries of origin and in the Dias-

pora the study will benefit from the different experiences and expertises de-

veloped as a result of their location. It is also a way of contrasting the differ-

ences between the Kurdish women’s liberation movement practiced in Kurdi-

stan and abroad.  

Ultimately, the goal of this project is to build and transform the movement 

through collective learning and action research, as its findings will reach and 

feed the praxis of numerous activists, and of course, to publicize the struggle 

of the Kurdish women’s liberation movement. 

Practitioners and activists are invited to join the online discussion forum 

that will take place in May 2014, where the preliminary findings of the re-

search will be put to test! Have something to say? Email us to 

info@rojwomen.org.uk to join. 

 

mailto:info@rojwomen.org.uk
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International networking and collaborations 
 

May 2013 — First Middle East Women’s Conference, Amed 

Roj Women participated in the ‘First Middle East Women’s Conference’ organ-

ized by the Democratic Freewomen Movement (DÖKH) at Amed (Diyarbakir) in 

May and June 2013. 

The Middle Eastern geography that we live in goes through an immense and 

rapid process of political, social and economic change.  

For three days, 250 women from 26 Middle Eastern and North African coun-

tries discussed their experiences in the fight for liberation patriarchal power 

systems and shared their perspectives on the current political developments 

in the region. 

On the second day, a statement was published in the name of the partici-

pants denouncing the police violence in Istanbul. It read; ‘Taksim Square be-

longs to everyone. The attacks are directed against the democratic rights of 

the population, like the right to protest. We support all people who fight for 

the natural environment and the right to breathe.’ 

The conference final resolution can be read here. 

 

November 2013 — The Role of Kurdish Women in Bringing about Social 

Change and Democratisation in Iran Conference, London 

Organised by the Kurdish Women’s Project, this third conference on Kurdish 

Women in East Kurdistan (Rojhalet) discussed the Status of Kurdish Women in 

Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey and the Diaspora; how to raise gender awareness 

within the Kurdish society; the visibility (and invisibility) of Kurdish women in 

Iran; and the international solidarity with Kurdish Women. 

http://rojwomen.org/2013/07/10/middle-east-womens-conference-final-resolution/
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 February 2014— Jineology Conference, Cologne 

A conference to question and deconstruct the ruling sciences and their patri-

archal and capitalist structures and to create, share, and discuss alternative 

concepts of women’s studies and alternative ways of thinking and living. 

Organised by Roj Women’s partner Ceni Women, the three days event covered 

five main themes: the distortion of history; how science has excluded women; 

and the re-construction of the sciences. 
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Community work  
 

Roj Women works to empower Kurdish 

women who have migrated to London and 

has a wealth of expertise in community de-

velopment, gender and ethnic minorities’ is-

sues and service provision.  

 

Enhanced employability, better 
chances project  
  

Our community consultations and many 

years of experience providing services have 

evidenced that Kurdish women face multiple 

barriers to employment. In the latest consul-

tation conducted in Hackney and Haringey 

55% were looking for a job but found it diffi-

cult to get into employment. We offer free 

one to one tailored job advice and support 

for the unemployed as well as career sup-

port for those working in precarious condi-

tions. Some of the things we can provide 

with are:  

 

·  Career guidance  

·  Identification of appropriate work place-

ments and job vacancies  

·  Assistance with CV and application forms 

writing, and with job interview preparation  

·  Identification of training opportunities and 

assistance to enroll and to com- plete the 

course  

·  Group trainings customized to boost em-

ployability. 

 

This year nearly 30 Kurdish women have 

benefited from these services. A quarter of 

unemployed users found a job, and a third 

gained qualifications in order to secure less 

precarious jobs that pay living wages. Many 
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have acquired working experience through placements and voluntary posi-

tions, and many more completed trainings that have improved their employ-

ability.  

 

Kurdish Women’s Festival 
 

On 28, 29 and 30 June 

2013, Roj Women organized 

the 10th edition of our tra-

ditional Kurdish women fes-

tival. Once more celebrated 

a year of Kurdish women’s 

struggles and commerated 

those who have left us but 

whose passion and strength 

will forever be part of the 

Kurdish women’s movement 

with a programme full of 

discussions, music and sis-

terhood. 

The festival was inaugu-

rated by a debate presented 

and facilitated by Aysel 

Tuğluk and Sinem Muham-

med, two prominent Kurd-

ish politicians.  

Aysel has decades of experi-

ence in leading human 

rights organizations such as 

the Foundation for Society 

and Legal Studies (TOHAV), 

the Turkish Human Rights Association, and the Patriotic Women’s Associa-

tion. She has served as an MP for Amed (Diyarbakir, Turkey) from 2007 to 

2011. Sinem Mohammed is the co-president of the Democratic Union Party or 

PYD in West Kurdistan (Syria). 

Theatre, fashion shows, and dance and music performance attracted hun-

dreds of Kurdish women, children and men. 

Click here more a summary of an exhilarating festival! 

C:/Users/Virginia/Documents/Blocs de notas de OneNote
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Percussion and dance lessons 
 

In January 2012 we launched a new percussion course: 'Daf'. The lessons 

have proved very popular and they take place at the Halkevi Kurdish & Turk-

ish Community Centre in Daslton, Hackney every Sunday from 2 to 4 pm and 

cost £30 per month (4/5 lessons). Email us to aysemeleti@gmail.com or 

to info@rojwomen.org.uk with any questions or to register. 

 

Kurdish folk dance lessons are still on going at the Kurdish Community Cen-

tre every Saturday from 2 to 3 pm.  

 

All our courses are free of charge.  

 

Support to victims of violence against women  
 

Roj Women proactively approaches women in the community, building strong 

trust bonds with them. Those affected by violence feel comfortable enough to 

rely on our support: we refer them to service providers, accompany them to 

meetings with police and solicitors, conduct mentoring and provide with in-

terpretation when needed.  

 
Public education 
  

Roj Women dedicates much effort to public education within the Kurdish 

community, which still holds traditional values, not always positive. Many par-

ticipants in our consultation shared a critical attitude towards the Kurdish 

community for this reason. While they felt that the community was in many 

ways helpful, some members also contribute to the social control of women 
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and young girls. Kurdish women have to over-

come religious and cultural pressures, and 

they are afraid of rejection from their own 

community if they disclose abuses and ask for 

help. 

 

June — Collective breakfast  

 

A morning of socializing and sharing with tens 

of others in a relaxed environment and with 

delicious food by Roj Women! 

 

October — Discussion Forum 

 

A discussion forum with our members about 

women’s roles in Kurdish society and the im-

portance of women’s empowerment 

 

November — Global Campaign against Gen-

der Violence 

 

On Sunday 25th November, International Day 

of Action for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women, members of Roj Women took 

to the streets of their communities in London 

to raise awareness around violence endured by 

women as a result of gender and honor-based 

violence as well as of conflict, in the domestic 

and public spheres.  

In preparation for the 16 Days of Activism 

against Gender Violence, Roj organized an 

early event on 9 November that discussed the 

impact of war and militarization on women.  

On the 30 November, and also as part of the 

Global Campaign, Roj invited more than a hun-

dred women to spend an evening with a promi-

nent women human rights defender:  

Eren Keskin.  

Eren was one of the tens of women human 

rights defenders Roj Women interviewed as 

part of our research work on violence encoun-

tered by these advocates in Turkey (read the 
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final publication ‘A woman’s struggle‘). Her tireless work has thrown light on 

the pervasive and widespread violence women endure under custody. 

 

March 2014— International Women’s Day 

 

On the occasion of International Women’s Day, Roj organized an exciting 

weekend of free activities.  

On 7 March Roj Women presented ‘The Kurdish Women’s Movements’ semi-

nar at the School of Oriental and African Studies with speakers Dilar Dirik and 

Radha D’Souza. 

After joining the Million Women Rise March on Saturday afternoon, we 

headed to a panel discussion with by Feleknas Uca, a Kurdish Die 

Linke politician, and Professor Mary Davis, an academic, trade unionist and 

former elected member of the TUC Women’s Committee, at the Kurdish Com-

munity Centre. On Sunday 9 March we showed our solidarity with women 

across the world with an evening of music by ‘Aysegul’, ‘Venge Dur’ , ‘Sevim 

Aslan’, and ‘Koma Zelal’ and with drama and theatre plays by ‘New Women’ 

and ‘Tanya’. 

On 20 March Roj Women, working in association with the Kurdistan National 

Congress, the Kurdish Community Centre, Halkevi, and the United Communi-

ties For Labour, invites you to a reception in the British Houses of Parliament 

to celebrate Newroz, the Kurdish New Year festival.  

 

Have any questions about our work? Email us to info@rojwomen.org.uk! 

http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


