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Consultancy Terms of Reference 

Kurdish Women’s Movement 

Research Project 

 

Roj Women’s Association (www.rojwomen.com) is a Kurdish grassroots women’s 

organization established in 2004 in London as part of the international Kurdish 

women’s liberation movement. We have a membership of hundreds of women from 

different countries both in Europe and in the Kurdish regions of Syria, Iran, Iraq and 

Turkey. 

Roj Women’s Association campaigns to improve the lives of women in Kurdish regions 

and communities of the world. Our aim is to further their rights and to expand the 

opportunities available to them by means of drawing attention to the factors that 

shape their struggle and of advocating for the necessary changes to overcome them. 

Our community, development and advocacy work is underpinned by research. In 

2011 Roj published ‘Empowering Kurdish women in London: a consultation on their 

needs‘ that sought to identify the unaddressed needs of Kurdish women living in 

London as well as to draw attention to the gaps in required services to tackle such 

needs and problems. Later, in 2012, came ‘A woman’s struggle: Using gender lenses 

to understand the plight of women human rights defenders in Kurdish regions of 

Turkey’, a study that sheds light on the multiplicity of obstacles women  who engage 

in the defence of human rights and peaceful political activism suffer at the hands of 

Turkish state agents in the region.  

See this Activity Report for more details about Roj Women’s work. 

 

Background to the Project 

This is a key moment for the Kurdish people and their movement for liberation due to 

the peace process recently started in Turkey and the Syrian conflict. After decades of 

women's participation in the Kurdish struggle is only now that feminism is starting to 

shape within the movement. Kurdish and feminist women's organizations like Roj 

Women see this as an ideal opportunity to advance feminist perspectives within the 

movement on the one hand, and to visibilize these efforts among feminist and 

women's movements internationally on the other hand. 

For this reason Roj Women’s Association is launching a participatory learning and 

action research project that intends to analyze and build on existing literature with a 

view to contribute to the current review of their own praxis within the Kurdish 

women’s liberation movement, both in Turkey and in Europe, where hundreds of 

http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/empowering-kurdish-women-in-london.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/empowering-kurdish-women-in-london.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/roj-womens-association-activities-2012-2013.pdf
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thousands of Kurdish people now live in Diaspora.  

The intersection of the women’s liberation and self-determination struggles has been 

explored extensively. However some scholars like Shahrzad Mojab argue that the 

volume of the research on Kurdish women’s liberation is very limited and normally 

excluded in Middle Eastern as well as in Western literature. There are various studies 

looking into the struggle of women within the Kurdish women’s movement, mostly in 

Turkey; topics covered include the challenge in tackling different systems of 

oppression and in denouncing patriarchy within its ranks, the contradictions between 

their struggle and some feminisms (particularly those that denounce the alliances 

between militarism and chauvinism), and the opposition of other women’s rights 

defenders who don’t recognize Kurds as an ethnic nation.  

The process of self-examination within the Kurdish women’s liberation movement is 

not new but it is only recently that women in Kurdish regions of Turkey have started 

to claim a new feminism has been born: Kurdish feminism. By engaging practitioners 

based in their countries of origin and in the Diaspora the study will benefit from the 

different experiences and expertises developed as a result of their location. It is also 

a way of contrasting the differences between the Kurdish women’s liberation 

movement practiced in Kurdistan and abroad. 

The objective of this project is to find out whether Kurdish feminism really exists as a 

differentiated body of theory and praxis and, more generally, what theory underpins 

the practice of the Kurdish women’s movement both in Turkey and in the Diaspora in 

the United Kingdom and in Germany. Ultimately, the goal of this project is to build 

and transform the movement through collective learning and action research, as its 

findings will reach and feed the praxis of numerous activists, and of course, to 

publicize the struggle of the Kurdish women’s liberation movement. 

 

Consultancy work and outputs 

Roj Women is looking for a consultant to conduct the following tasks: 

* Conduct literature review to produce a short paper (maximum 5,000 words) 

mapping the current Kurdish women’s liberation movement, not from a historicist 

approach, including: 

- identities, theories and ideologies underpinning its work and praxis,  

- different aims and strategies, successes, limitations/failures and challenges, 

- a set of questions to instigate debate around the paper’s arguments. 

* Coordinate participatory action research in order to ignite a collective process of 

self-assessment within the Kurdish women’s movement. This will aim to go beyond 

observation and to facilitate collective reflection and transformation.  
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Instead of interviewing participants the consultant will facilitate a structured 

conversation with a number of practitioners and activists, including human rights 

defenders, lawyers, social workers, policy-makers, academics, trade unionists, 

involved in the movement in different countries and with different roles. The paper 

and set of questions generated in the previous stage will be used to initiate and guide 

discussions. 

The output of this research stage will be a report summarizing the contributions and 

ideas of the participants in the debate (maximum 5,000 words). 

* Combine in a final report (maximum 12,000 words) the initial paper and the second 

report developed during the participatory phase, including the consultant’s own 

conclusions and impressions. 

Applicants will have to: 

- Be fluent in Turkish and English, and preferably understand Germand and 

Kurdish (Kurmanji) too, 

- Have demonstrated academic research experience, 

- Be currently involved in the Kurdish movement, preferably with good insights 

and understanding of the women’s movement within it. 

 

Practicalities 

The consultant will be supported throughout the research process. For example, Roj 

Women will provide recommendations of literature to review and will organise the 

structured conversation, which the consultant will facilitate. 

Deadlines to submit each output are: 

- 20 December 2013 for the literature review paper, 

- 30 January 2014 for the summary report of structured discussion,  

- 15 February 2014 for the final report. 

It is expected the consultant will have to dedicate 15/16 days of work to this job. A 

payment of £2,240 will be transfered upon receipt of an invoice. 

Applicants please send your CV to virginia@rojwomen.org.uk 

 


