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Donors and partners
Roj Women Association is very grateful for the financial support of 
the Big Lottery Fund. 

Big Lottery Fund

We are equally grateful to our partners:

We also thank the office of Jean Lambert Green MEP and the Pro-
gramme for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights for their finan-
cial and technical support.

KSSO at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS)

Kurdish 
Community Centre

Telgraf Turkish and 
Kurdish newspaper

Nafsiyat 
Intercultural 

Therapy Centre

HALKEVI 
Kurdish & Turkish 
Community Centre

Roj Women’s Association: who are we?
Roj Women Association’s is a London-based organization formed in 2004 by a 
group of refugee Kurdish women from Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria who realized 
how discriminated and disempowered their women peers were in London. In 
their countries of origin Kurdish women are also subject to double discrimina-
tion as a result of their gender and of their ethnicity. Roj Women has a two-fold 
mission.

Through our advocacy work we aim to improve the lives and to expand the op-
portunities available to women living in Kurdish regions of the world. We engage 
in lobbying and campaigning to raise awareness around the political factors that 
shape their struggle among policy makers and the general public. Through our 
community work we aim to empower Kurdish women living in the Diaspora in 
London where their numbers are estimated to be around 50,000.

Roj Women’s Association counts with a part-time coordinator, Virginia López 
Calvo, and a part-time Employment and Advice Worker, Ayşegül Doğan, both 
assisted by volunteers. Members of the Management Committee contribute to 
carry out the organization’s activities while managing the staff and making de-
cisions related to strategy.

We would like to express our most sincere gratitude to members of the Man-
agement Committee and volunteers who have worked tirelessly for Roj Women’s 
Association this year:

Alexandra Lort Phillips  Gülseren Sahin   Sema Yıldız
Ayse Tekagaç    Nalan Yıldız   Sila Yıldırım
Dilnia Noori    Münnever Doğan  Söngul Güler
Fadime Tiskaya    Ozlem Murray   Sumerya Kandemir

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CGcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.biglotteryfund.org.uk%2F&ei=wTgIUKcakJKGB8u6rNoD&usg=AFQjCNHk4-e-gEhXxhrvU7Kn4Q-HkDrkPA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CE4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nafsiyat.org.uk%2F&ei=4jgIUN6DM8y5hAeP_dHkAw&usg=AFQjCNHS3FoJ9xigKb2zc0Yc9YgVZkv4WA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CFMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kurdishcentre.org%2F&ei=HzkIUKrGIIaWhQec0aDYAw&usg=AFQjCNHDSmbIY8QnTK8yTBTNMUkxGQQFNA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CFMQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ksso.org.uk%2F&ei=NjkIUMH4A8-4hAeJ-YjBAw&usg=AFQjCNEt0NvwLvIpzBDfgFJxPMIbQiDpeg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CGEQFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halkevi.org.uk%2F&ei=-zgIUNCgCYO3hAfvssDgAw&usg=AFQjCNE22hyCIOiVbmvKyxWQJjgnSLl2yA
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Our campaigns
Currently, our advocacy efforts are geographically focused on Kurdish regions 
of Turkey and our strategy is two-fold: supporting women human rights’ de-
fenders and holding the Turkish Government accountable for its commitments 
under national and international law. Roj Women’s Association three campaigns 
seek precisely that.

Implement Turkish Action Plan to Combat Violence against Women Campaign

We call for the Turkish government to assign a budget to the National Action 
Plan (NAP) to combat violence against women and to develop a comprehensive 
monitoring system with specific benchmarks and timelines so that women’s 
rights organizations can hold the government accountable. The NAP already 
envisions a great number of measures that, if implemented, would surely have 
an enormous impact; yet without a budget or human resources as-signed to it, 
implementation is very difficult. Moreover, without a monitoring system with 
against which progress can be measured and good practice identi-fied, the NAP 
remains solely a document of good intentions.

Stop Violence against Women Human Rights’ Defenders in Turkey Campaign

Appalling abuses are perpetrated on women who engage in political activism 
and the defence of human rights, particularly in South East Turkey in the con-
text of an armed-struggle. 1,400 applications of women victims of sexual abuse 
while in custody have been made within the last 10 years: nearly 90% cited po-
litical or war related reason as causes for their arrest.

Bridge the Regional Gaps in Women’s Enjoyment of Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights in Turkey Campaign
 
Turkey’s wealth is mainly concentrated in the northwest and west while the 
east and southeast suffer from lower economic production and higher levels of 
unemployment. There is no education in mother languages other than Turk-
ish. Thus, Kurdish girls who cannot speak Turkish face difficulties because they 
encounter Turkish for the first time in their lives at school, at the age of 5. The 
rate of illiteracy among women in Diyarbakir, the biggest Kurdish province, is of 
56%. Similarly, legal literacy on women’s rights is provided only in Turkish and 
there is a notable lack of these services in the region.

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/actions/
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/violence-against-women-perpetrated-by-state-actors-in-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/bridge-the-regional-gap-in-womens-enjoyment-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-in-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/bridge-the-regional-gap-in-womens-enjoyment-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-in-turkey/
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Our activities and achievements

1. Lobbying and advocacy

We have participated in United Nations and European Union policy-making and 
civil society forums to influence decision-making that affects Kurdish women in 
Turkey. 

UN Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Committee review of Turkey

A delegation of members of Roj Women’s Association participated in May 2011 
in the initial review of Turkey under the UN Convention on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights in Geneva. We lobbied on a one to one level and made two public 
statements during the opening session. The first statement highlighted gender 
inequality in the enjoyment of the economic, social and cultural rights in Turkey, 
while the second statement emphasized the further discrimination endured by 
Kurdish women and women from minorities.

The balance of the two days of discussions between the UN ESCR Committee and 
the Turkish Government delegation were quite positive with the main concerns 
brought up by our delegation taken up by Committee members in their ques-
tions. A month later the ECSR Committee’s Concluding Observations reflected 
Roj Women’s key demands.

Regional meeting with UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women

The European Women’s Lobby organized a regional consultation meeting with 
Ms Rashida Manjoo, UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women. The 
meeting, held in Brussels in June 2011, was a key opportunity for Roj Women’s 
Association to share with Ms Manjoo concerns and opportunities about the sit-
uation in Turkey, and to feed the following points into her work.

1)     The wide regional differentials across Europe and within European coun-
tries in rates of violence against women and in government’s effectiveness in 
addressing it. The uneven distribution of shelters for victims of violence against 
women across the region was used as an example of such differentials: most 
women’s shelters in Europe are within the EU, very few in other European coun-
tries (around 200). Furthermore, they are only 63 shelters for the 13 new EU 
member states (compared to 1800 for all EU 27 countries). Also, out of a total 
of 54 shelters in Turkey (for a population of nearly 80 million), only 15 of them 
are in Southeastern regions, where rates of violence against women are higher 
than in other parts of the country.

2)     The importance of visibilizing intersectionality among policy-makers. In 
Turkey for example, higher poverty rates, and higher illiteracy rates among 
women, as well as displacement and conflict are the main factors that cross-cut 
gender in Southeastern regions, where 1 out of every 2 women are subjected to 
domestic violence.

This meeting was an excellent opportunity to hand out our report ‘Is the Turk-
ish National Action Plan to combat violence against women?’ which represents 
a joint advocacy effort of seven organizations working for women’s rights in 
Turkey and which exposes the lack of political will of the Turkish government 
to effectively tackle violence against women. 

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://rojwomen.com/2011/05/02/kurdish-women-answer-question-of-un-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-committee-on-opening-session/
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/esc-rights-of-women-in-kurdish-regions.pdf
http://rojwomen.com/2011/05/03/key-questions-for-progress-of-kurdish-womens-rights-raised-in-cescr-discussion-with-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/05/03/key-questions-for-progress-of-kurdish-womens-rights-raised-in-cescr-discussion-with-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/09/12/un-raises-concerns-about-disparities-in-the-enjoyment-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-between-men-and-women-and-between-region-in-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/06/29/roj-women-meets-un-special-rapporteur-on-violence-against-women/
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/nap-implementation_summary-report3.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/nap-implementation_summary-report3.pdf


8 9www.rojwomen.com www.rojwomen.comApril 2011- March 2012 April 2011- March 2012

11th International Women’s Health Conference

In September 2011 the event brought together in Brussels numerous advocates 
of women’s health, feminist activists and academics, as well as funding organi-
zations and other networks working on women’s health from different parts of 
the world. 

Roj Women had the opportunity to raise the health concerns in the South East 
region of Turkey, where these issues are all the more pressing due to an ongo-
ing conflict. We spoke about infant and maternal mortality rate, pre-natal care 
and family planning, mental illness resulting from successive wars and disease 
incidence among other health issues. The root causes behind shortcomings in 
Kurdish women’s health welfare were also outlined: displacement, limited ac-
cess to education in general and the lack of provision of health services in 
mother tongue, poor quality of health services and facilities, as well as the poor 
accessibility of such facilities, scarce ratio of healthcare providers to the popu-
lation in the Kurdish regions. 

Roj Women was also invited to a briefing meeting at the European Parliament 
where questions and concrete suggestions on the women’s health issues were 
raised directly with MEP’s. Our suggestion to have the next conference organ-
ized in Diyarbakir, capital city of the South East region of Turkey, was received 
positively. 

Pan-European women’s groups meeting to discuss EU’s external and inter-
nal policies on violence against women

Roj Women participated in October 2011 in a Roundtable at the European Parlia-
ment to explore and challenge the EU’s internal and external policy approaches 
to violence against women and girls VAWG.

Speakers from NGOs active within the European Union and beyond put forward 
a compelling case for rapid, comprehensive and coherent European action to 
combat what they called the most pervasive violation of girls’ and women’s 
human rights worldwide. Ayse Tekagac and Munnever Dogan from Roj Women 
shared statistics about the about occurrence of VAWG in Turkey. Policy instru-
ments in external and internal policy are totally different. In external policies, in 
a participant’s words, “the sky’s the limit”. 

“2020 Perspective for Women in Turkey”: A European Parliament Report

“2020 Perspective for Women in Turkey”, a report recently produced by the 
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality Committee of the European Parliament, 
also known as FEMM, was voted and passed as a resolution in May 2012. Shad-
ow rapporteur Marina Yannakoudakis and rapporteur Emine Bozkurt consulted 
civil society for the preparation of this report. Roj Women’s Association met 
them both on several occasions and engaged in open dialogue with their offices 
in this process; our contribution was an important input to the content of the 
report. Our efforts focused on the need to bridge the regional gaps in women’s 
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights in Turkey.

In light of these notable regional disparities it is crucial that the European Par-
liament is now calling  Turkey to consider regional disparities when addressing 
women’s rights and to formulate policies accordingly, and that it recognizes 
that the problems and inequalities encountered by women of Kurdish origin are, 
in general, all the greater in the country.

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://rojwomen.com/2011/10/04/roj-women-advocates-for-kurdish-womens-health-rights-at-european-conference/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/10/21/roj-women-joined-pan-european-efforts-to-improve-eus-external-and-internal-policies-on-vaw/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/10/21/roj-women-joined-pan-european-efforts-to-improve-eus-external-and-internal-policies-on-vaw/
http://rojwomen.com/2012/06/20/inequalities-encountered-by-kurdish-women-all-the-greater-says-european-parliament/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bREPORT%2bA7-2012-0138%2b0%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/bridge-the-regional-gap-in-womens-enjoyment-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-in-turkey/
http://rojwomen.com/campaigns/bridge-the-regional-gap-in-womens-enjoyment-of-economic-social-and-cultural-rights-in-turkey/
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2. Research and dissemination

Roj Women has endeavored to keep the general public informed by producing 
research and reports that are easily accessible.

Our website,  www.rojwomen.com, is a hub not only for resources of third par-
ties and Roj Women’s reports, but also of news related to Kurdish women and 
their rights, which are published on a regular basis. The website has tripled its 
traffic with nearly 30,000 views. 

Women Human Rights Defenders in Kurdish Regions of Turkey

A new report published in March 2012 sheds light on the multiple attacks wom-
en human rights defenders suffer at the hands of Turkish state actors in Kurd-
ish regions of Turkey.  ‘A woman’s struggle: Using gender lenses to understand 
the plight of women human rights defenders in Kurdish regions of Turkey, is 
based on the testimonies of 30 women from six cities across South East Turkey:  
Diyarbakir, Van, Hakkari, Batman, Siirt and Mardin. The researchers observed 
a shift towards psychological attacks by security forces against women human 
rights defenders but not a reduction in their quantity and sexualized nature. 
The risks are indeed gendered and capitalize on prevalent honor-based and 
patriarchal social norms.

Roj Women urges the Turkish government to tackle the culture of impunity 
that protects those responsible for these attacks, to create an appropriate legal 
framework to protect women human rights defenders in Turkey and to prevent 
attacks, particularly at the hands of security forces, and to promote gender 
equality in the country, starting by assigning adequate resources for the imple-
mentation of the Turkish Gender Equality Plan.

Women’s solidarity in Kurdistan

Alexandra Lort Phillips relates stories of solidarity among women in Kurdistan.
Women’s networks, she argues, show us that solidarity means sharing informa-
tion, developing understandings, meeting, supporting each other’s work, rais-
ing awareness, taking action and working in unity. Roj Women’s fact finding 
missions was able to report empirical and up to date findings to international 
monitoring bodies thanks to effective alliances between women’s organizations 
and volunteers on ground.

In contexts where severe and lethal forms of discrimination exist, positive alli-
ances form barriers of resilience and resistance against oppression and harm. 
Women’s solidarity movements and organisations are an example of structures 
that act as protectors and agents of change which face attack from those re-
sistant to change.  
 

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
C:\AppData\Local\Temp\Temp1_ROJ_Activities_Report-2010-11_Final.zip\www.rojwomen.com
http://rojwomen.com/2012/05/09/new-report-women-human-rights-defender-in-kurdish-regions-of-turkey/
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf
http://rojwomen.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/a-womans-struggle.pdf
http://rojwomen.com/2012/02/09/solidarity-to-support-women-human-rights-defenders-in-turkish-kurdistan/
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3. Events 

8th Kurdish Women Festival

Roj Women’s three-days annual festival in June 2011 to celebrate the struggles 
of Kurdish women was opened by prominent Kurdish human rights defender 
Reyhan Yalçindag.

Panel on feminicides in South East Turkey

As part of worldwide actions around the 
16 days of campaigning against violence 
against women in November 2011 Roj 
Women brought women activists from Uta-
mara (Germany) and Gik-der (UK) to share 
their insights on feminicides and the chal-
lenges women face in South East Turkey. 

“Stop Stoning, Stop Execution” Conference
 
In January 2012, Roj Women along with the 
International Free Women Foundation and 
the Organization for Women’s Freedom in 
Iraq hosted a conference at the Amnesty 
International Human Rights Action Centre 
in London, to raise awareness on this vital 
topic and to bring attention to laws in coun-
tries practicing stoning. Today, in countries 
where Sharia is practiced, such as Iran, Af

ghanistan, Sudan, and Saudi Arabia, women who attempt to rebel and own their 
bodies and sexualities are stoned to death. Similarly, those women who articu-
late their agency in national freedom struggles are subjected to execution.

Speakers at the conference included Sebahat Tuncel, Kurdish woman MP for 
Peace and Democracy Party in Turkey, Houzan Mahmoud, activist from Iraqi 
Kurdistan and representative of Women’s Freedom in Iraq, Anna Kristin Kowar-
sch, representative of the International Free Women Foundation, and Kurdish 
activists Nezaket Khalifeh and Shokhan Faraj from Iran. A collective resolution 
was born out of the conference.

International Women’s Day

A day of celebrations for Women’s Day in March 
2012 when Roj Women marched through Haringey 
Borough of London to share our message with mem-
bers of the community and to invite them to join the 
women’s struggle. After the march, we continued 
celebrating with Kurdish music and dance by Venge 
Dur (Sounds from Far Away), Govenda Asiti (Dance 
of Peace), Koma Zelal and Roj Women’s Choir. 

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://rojwomen.com/2011/06/17/8th-kurdish-women-festival-in-london/
http://rojwomen.com/2011/11/10/panel-on-feminicides-in-south-east-turkey-on-sunday-20th-november/
http://rojwomen.com/2012/01/11/stop-stoning-stop-execution-conference-2/
http://rojwomen.com/2012/03/01/roj-women-celebrates-international-womens-day/
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Roj Women’s Association

31 -33 Dalston Lane. London, E8 3DF
www.rojwomen.com
rojwomen@gmail.com
07513456017

Roj Women’s Association campaigns to improve the 
lives of women in Kurdish regions and communities 
of the world. Kurdish women are subject to dou-
ble discrimination as a result of their gender and 
of their ethnicity. Our aim is to further their rights 
and to expand the opportunities available to them 
by means of drawing attention to the factors that 
shape their struggle and of advocating for the nec-
essary changes to overcome them.
 

4. Service provision and community work
Roj Women’s Association works to empower Kurdish women who have migrated 
to London and has a wealth of expertise in community development, gender and 
ethnic minorities’ issues and service provision.

Advice and counselling for Kurdish women victims of violence

In March 2011, Roj Women’s Association launched  new services  to address 
violence against women within the Kurdish community in London. Throughout 
this year we have provided free, culturally sensitive advice as well as individual 
counseling (up to 18 sessions) for Kurdish women who face gender based vio-
lence whether this is manifested as domestic violence, forced marriage or honor 
based violence. Referrals can be made from any London borough. These are 
women-only services provided in Turkish, Arabic and the Kurdish dialects of 
Kurmanci and Sorani.

Employment Advice and Career Support for Kurdish women

Community consultations and many years of experience providing services have 
evidenced that Kurdish women face multiple barriers to employment. In the lat-
est consultation conducted in Hackney and Haringey 55% were looking for a job 
but found it difficult to get into employment. From April 2012 we offer services 
to help Kurdish and Turkish women into employment, including assistance with 
CV and application forms writing and interview preparation, career guidance, 
identification of appropriate work placements and job vacancies, identification 
of training opportunities and assistance to enrol in and complete the course, 
group trainings, and more.

www.rojwomen.com
www.rojwomen.com
http://www.rojwomen.com
mailto:rojwomen%40gmail.com?subject=
http://rojwomen.com/2012/06/20/inequalities-encountered-by-kurdish-women-all-the-greater-says-european-parliament/
http://rojwomen.com/2012/03/29/if-you-are-kurdish-or-turkish-woman-looking-for-work-we-can-help-you/
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